
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SALE OF FISH OTHER THAN TO 
A LICENSED FISH RECEIVER 

 
(WHARF SALES) 

 
The following instructions must be met by any fisherman who wishes to 
conduct wharf sales, pursuant to Section 191 of the Fisheries Act 1996. 
 

 A minimum of two copies of each sales docket is to be completed by 
the fisherman at the time of the sale.  One copy is to be given to the 
purchaser and one copy is to be retained by the fisherman in a secure 
place for a minimum of seven years. 

 

 The sales docket must be completed in a legible manner in the English 
Language and where codes are used, these are to be the codes in 
common use. 

 

 The fisherman’s copy must be kept in a bound, sequential pre-
numbered book or similarly secure filing system and to be kept in such 
a manner and format that can be readily available for examination.  
The record shall include the following info: 

 
The date on which the fish were supplied to the person 
The landing point or point of supply of the fish 
The vessel (if any) from which the fish were taken 
The client number of the commercial fisherman 
The species and landed state of the fish 
The greenweight in kilograms and the unit price (if any) 
of the fish 

 

 When more than one species is sold in any one transaction, then the 
state, greenweight (kg), and total price must be itemised on the sales 
docked for each species. 

 

 Section 191 (2) of the Fisheries Act 1196 provides that any one 
transaction must not be more than: 

 
(a)   Ten kilogrammes of finfish; or 
(b)   Six kilogrammes of shellfish (other than Foveaux 

Strait dredge oysters or shellfish or Class Crustacea); 
or                  

(ba) Sixty Foveaux Strait dredge oysters; or 
(c) Three kilogrammes of shellfish of Class Crustacea; or 
(d)  Any combination of such finfish or shell fish within 

those limits 



Taken by the commercial fisher to any person who is not a licensed fish 
receiver if the transaction takes place on, or in the vicinity of, the vessel used 
by the commercial fisher to take the fish, aquatic life, or seaweed, or at some 
other place approved by the chief executive. 
 
A commercial fisherman shall not enter into more than one such transaction 
with the same person within any 24 hour period. 
 
Conversion factors as specified in the Fisheries (Conversion Factors) Notice 
2000 pursuant to Section 188 of the Fisheries Act 1996 must be applied to 
processed fish to obtain the greenweights. 
 
Wharf sales are to be recorded in the Catch, Effort and Landing Return type 
forms. 
 
Wharf sales transactions must also be combined with any other fish receipts 
sold during the month to provide total catch details for the completion and 
furnishing of the Monthly Harvest Return (MHR). 
 
Wharf Sales do not apply in respect of fish, aquatic life or seaweed if; 

(a) Landed outside New Zealand in accordance with any approval 
granted by the chief executive or; 

(b) Lawfully abandoned or returned, to the sea or waters from which 
the fish, aquatic life or seaweed was taken or; 

(c) Lawfully used by the commercial fisher who took the fish, aquatic 
life or seaweed as bait or consumed on board the vessel from 
which the fish was taken or; 

(d) Lawfully taken on the high seas and landed in any country other 
than New Zealand or; 

(e) Lawfully taken on the high seas and transhipped in accordance with 
a high seas fishing permit.  

  
These instructions are a guide only.  For more information refer to the 
Fisheries Act 1996, the Fisheries (Reporting) Regulation 2001 and the 
Fisheries (Recordkeeping) Regulations 2001 or telephone (04) 4609555. 


